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Audit-based verification programs through which 

livestock, meat, and meat products can get the 

Government stamp of approval are essential in 

meeting the demands of our domestic and 

international markets.  

Today there are many possibilities in the retail 

meat case to appeal to a wide range of consumers.  

Verification 

became 

necessary when 
our valuable 

export markets 

demanded it 

and the retail 
meat case started to explode with marketing claims 

such as “grass fed,” “corn fed,” “guaranteed 

tender,” and “raised in the Midwest.”    

The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
administers programs to facilitate the marketing 

and trade of many agricultural commodities.  AMS 

created the Process Verified Program (PVP) 
specifically to provide verification services to the 

agricultural industry to substantiate marketing 

claims.  Simply stated, verification programs ensure 

a system is in place that requires you to “do what 
you say you are doing.”  

Agricultural Marketing 
Service 

Why participate in a government-

backed program? 

United States Department 
of Agriculture 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

Supporting 
American 

agriculture with 
marketing services 

that matter! 

Verification Services of the 

Livestock and Seed Program 

“Wait a minute.  A government- 
backed program that actually puts 

more money in a rancher’s 
pocket?...The world has truly turned 

on a dime. ”  Chuck Jolley, 
contributor to CattleNetwork.com 

A cooperative educational  
brochure through: 

 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Department of Agriculture 

Animal Industry/Colorado Animal ID 

700 Kipling Street, Suite 4000 

Lakewood, CO 80215-8000 
Phone: 303-239-4116 

Fax: 303-239-4164 

E-mail: premisereg@ag.state.co.us  

Web site: www.COanimalID.org  
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In light of the ever-changing consumer, successful 
livestock producers must adapt their production 

practices to consider consumers’ lifestyles, 

preferences, and taste.  Livestock producers can 

request the voluntary, user-fee services of AMS to 

verify specific practices as a means to potentially 
increase the value of their products.  This service 

is accomplished with independent, third-party 

audits that verify 

a company’s 
documented 

quality 

management 

system.  Quality 
management 

systems identify and preserve certain 

characteristics and processes that are critical to a 

product.  This also ensures truth in labeling for 
the consumer.   

The Process Verified Program (PVP) uses the 

International Organization for Standardization's 

(ISO) 9000 series as a standard for evaluating 

program documentation to ensure consistent 
auditing practices and promote international 

recognition of audit results.   

Once producers or companies are able to verify 

production and product marketing claims, they 

are approved to market their livestock, meat, or 
meat product with the shield (see front cover) 

and the term “USDA Process Verified.”  A PVP 

does not relieve the supplier of meeting 

regulatory requirements issued by other Federal 

departments or USDA agencies. 

What processes can be verified? 
Verification activities allow livestock producers 

to distinguish specific animal production 
activities of their animals and assure customers 

of their ability to provide consistent quality 

products. Those producers with approved 

USDA PVPs are able to make marketing claims 
associated with their process verified points; 

these include age, source, feeding practices, or 

other raising and processing claims.  The 

specified process verified points are identified 
by the producer or company.  Below are 

examples of marketing claims associated with 

process verified points: 

• Grass (forage) fed 

• Never-ever claims such as No 
Antibiotics, No Growth 
Promotants (Hormones), and No 
Animal By-products Administered 

• Breed    

Are there other  verification 
programs besides PVP? 
Yes!  There is also the Quality System 
Assessment (QSA) Program.  QSA is a slimmed-
down version of the PVP; only three types of 
claims are allowed under a QSA: 

• Non-Hormone Treated Cattle 
(NHTC) Program — NHTC is a 
program to facilitate the trade of 
non-hormone treated beef with 
the European Union. 

• Pork for the European Union 
(PFEU) Program — PFEU is a 
program to facilitate the trade of 
pork with the European Union. 

• Export Verification (EV) Program 
— EV is a program to facilitate 
the  trade of meat and meat 
products that meet the specified 
product requirements for 
individual countries.  

How do producers get their 
verification program started with 
AMS? 

 

To determine eligibility to participate in 

existing PVPs or to apply for your own PVP 

or QSA Program, visit www.ams.usda.gov/
lsg/arc/audit.htm for complete program 

requirements along with the application for 

service. 

 

Or you can contact the AMS Audit, Review 
and Compliance Branch directly: 

USDA, AMS, Livestock and Seed Program, 

Audit, Review and Compliance Branch 

100 Riverside Parkway, Suite 135 

Fredericksburg, VA 22406 
Phone: 540-361-7640 

Fax: 202-690-1038 

E-mail: ARCBranch@usda.gov 

 
 

What is a Process  Verified 

Program? 

“Premiums [for fed cattle that are age and 
source verified] are available for anyone to 
capture, but along with the premiums come 
additional requirements.  These programs all 

require some kind of third-party, independent 
verification through a QSA or PVP Program. 

Trust but verify—I think is what the 
feedlots, packers, and retailers are 
saying.”  Andy Kellom, Montana Beef 

Network Visit http://processverified.usda.gov 
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